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The 2014 Midwinter Queen candidates: Kelsey Farris, Marie Vanderelst, 
and Chloe Towell. Senior Chloe Towell, escorted by Kody Miller, was 
crowned queen during half-time festivities on February 20 at the last 
home basketball game for the Lady Zizzers. A wrap-up of  Midwinter 
activities, including coronation, will be featured in the next edition of 
Zizzerette.



  Chiefs’ Corner
 Well, Zizzerland, we’ve been out for 
22 days again! Snow, Snow, Snow, that’s all 
we see! But now we can all look forward to 
spring break! (Whoop, Whoop!) But while 
we are in school, let’s work hard, and try to 
be here as much as possible. Let’s be real 
kids, we haven’t been at school much, so we 
can make an effort for the little time we have 
left here within the halls of WPHS; make 
these days count! We hope everyone was safe 
over our third winter break and in the case of 
more snow in the future, that everyone stays 
safe! Keep working hard, Zizzerland! Until 
next time…
 
 Deuces,
Lindsay and Casey

2013-2014 Zizzerette staff:
Editors....Casey Buehler, Lindsay Ran-
dolph
Writers.....Shelby Acklin, Lindsey Hicks, 
Alexis King, Morgan Light, Katey Smith, 
Kelsy Temple, Chloe Towell, and Kendra 
Warren
Advisor...Mrs. Dianna Locke
Publisher: Ozark Horse Trader

 Attention, Seniors!  Zizzerette would love to 
know what your post-graduation plans are....college, 
military, work, etc.  Stop by room 206 so you plans 
may be included in our special senior issue in May!
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Principal Randolph 
Delivers on Promise 
to Student Body
 West Plains High School’s own Prin-
cipal Jack Randolph recently delivered on a 
promise he made to the student body--if they 
maintained a 94% attendance rate for one 
week, he would sit on the roof of the build-
ing all day long.
       On a rainy, chilly January day, Mr. 
Randolph sat atop the building, waving at 
students, parents, and passersby in general, 
for students maintained a 94% attendance for 
a week in the month of December. Way to 
go, students and Mr. Randolph!

   Snow days recap: Snowpocalypse 2014                    
 claims two more weeks of school
By Lindsay Randolph
 
 Oh, the weather outside was frightful! But, our break was oh so delightful! As if our Yule tide cheer 
could continue forever, here in Zizzerland we enjoyed a nearly 51-day Christmas break.  
 As the days grew merrier and merrier as Christmas drew closer, Mother Nature and Jack Frost created 
a chilling plan! Shortly after the cheerful day of presents and good tidings, the polar vortex shifted and at-
tacked the lower 48 with bitter cold, snow, ice, freezing drizzle, and other unfriendly precipitation. 
 In case you were wondering, the polar vortex in fact is a real thing/term.  Apparently it’s, “a persistent, 
large-scale cyclone located near one or both of a planet's geographical poles.”(c/o dictionary.com). So, if you 
thought that it was all some story made by the media, thank again people, it’s real!
 From Nebraska to Georgia to Maine, people across our fine country were bundled up from head to toe. 
We were some of the millions of students who were let out of classes across the country. What did you do? 
 Like most of us, Morgan Light cuddled up on her couch with a mug of hot chocolate and watched a 
solid 38 episodes of” Greys’ Anatomy” in two days; way to go, girl! Chloe Towell went on a sitcom kick and 
watched one Season of “New Girl” as well as two seasons of “How I Met Your Mother.” 
 Over break the mighty Zizzer basketball teams battled in the Blue and Gold boys’ tournament and the 
girls fought hard in the Pink and White tourney, both in Springfield.  
 On a more explosive level, over break Gerard Dietrich went duck hunting with his family. While on 
this adventure, he was reaching for down a duck that went under water and got mud stuck in the barrel of his 
rifle. Needless to say, the next time he attempted to fire his gun he was shocked by a large explosion because 
his rifle had exploded. Luckily, no one was harmed.
 Also, shout out to all the people who camped out at Arby’s to get free meals for a year! You battled 
nature in the fight for free food, and you won, congratulations!
 Whether your gun exploded, you wrecked your car, or you just stayed home and watched “Keeping up 
with the Kardashians,” the Zizzerette team hopes you had a wonderful and safe break. Pro tip: be careful not 
to slip and fall when you are getting out of your car when the roads are icy.  This could result in personal harm 
such as a concussion; lesson learned my friends, tough stuff! 
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Senior 
Spotlight
By Katey Smith
 This month’s Varsity Profile and Senior Spotlight, Miss 
Jada Hansmann, has beautiful green eyes and was born Feb-
ruary 22, 1996. Jada’s schedule consists of college algebra, 
Honors English IV, management & internship, anatomy, foreign 
language, sociology, and study skills. Her favorite class is defi-
nitely anatomy with Mr. Roseman. She says, “I love the group, 
and Master Roseman is pretty funny.” 
 Jada is the daughter of Joseph and Judy Hansmann and 
the sister to Jaci and Jakoby Hansmann. She also has two dogs: 
Buddy and Bruno. Jada’s best friends are Morgan Smith, Han-
nah Grills, Katey Smith, and Jaci Hansmann. 
 Her favorite activity to take part in is definitely athlet-
ics. She plays softball and soccer, and she says, “I could never 
choose between the two.” 
 Jada’s favorite TV show is Grey’s Anatomy, and she will 
listen to almost any kind of music. Her favorite food is cheese-
cake, and she would someday like to travel to the Bahamas. 
 Jada’s favorite colors are blue and green, and her outfit 
of choice is sweats and a t-shirt. Her celebrity man crush, of 
course, is Channing Tatum; nice choice, Jada! Something Jada 
would like to do before she dies is “to let go and go places.” 
Her one regret is “not being more social my freshman year. It 
could’ve been a lot better!” 
 Jada would like to pursue a career in physical therapy. 
When asked to complete the sentence, “kids today should re-
ally...” her response was, “Be more respectful and care more for 
others.” 
 Jada is a fun, loving, and beautiful person. If you see her 
roaming the halls make sure to tell her hello! Also, keep a look 
out for her on the soccer field this spring! 
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        Junior Junction
By Katey Smith
   Baylee Hutchinson is this month’s Junior Junction! 
Bayleeʼs schedule consists of Honors English III, chemis-
try, online foreign language, personal finance,Algebra III, 
AP world history, and women’s cardio. Cardio with Coach 
Gunter is her favorite class because she says, “It’s my last 
class, and I get to work out with my teammates.”
  Bayleeʼs parents are Tony and Becky Hutchinson, 
and her siblings are Tony, Lindsey, Sara, Carley, and Sadie. 
She also has five dogs: Shadow, Chevy, Gunner, Bentley, and 
Drex.
  Bayleeʼs best friends are Lauren Enochs, Kayli 
Brower, Theresa Harto, Chloe Autry, Anna Grant, Sidney 
Wiggs, and her sister, Lindsey. Her favorite activities are 
working out, crocheting, sleeping, and cooking. Her favorite 
sport is, of course, Cross Country because, “It’s the best!  She 
also enjoys watching her favorite TV show, Duck Dynasty.
  Bayleeʼs favorite band is U2, and her preferred genres 
of music are country and Christian. Her favorite foods are 
steak, shrimp, sweet potatoes, and cake. Her favorite type of 
clothing is “anything by The North Face, Nike, or scarves.”
  Her celebrity man crush is Ryan Gosling. This girl has 
obviously seen The Notebook! Before she dies, she would 
like to take a mission trip to Europe, and a place she would 
like to travel to for fun is Australia.
  

Baylee thinks that kids today really need to seek 
the Lord. When asked about a mistake she wishes 
she could take back she says, “None because if 
one haunted me so bad that I regret it, I’ve learned 
from it and have become smarter from it.”
  Be sure to come out and support Baylee 
and her fellow Zizzers in the upcoming Track 
season!
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   Sophomore showcase
By Morgan Light
 This month’s Sophomore Showcase is the 
beautiful Savannah Rayne Bailey! Savannah was born 
on November 18, 1997 to Catherine Pearson and Ran-
dy Bailey. She has five sisters and one brother. She 
has two pets, a white cat and a black lab. Savannah is 
involved in FCCLA and concert choir. Her schedule 
this year includes Honors English II, concert choir, 
online foreign language, fashion and design, Algebra 
A, American history, and honors biology. Her favorite 
class, however, is concert choir. 
 Savannah went to Howell Valley Middle 
School. Her hobbies include sleeping, watching mov-
ies, and spending time with her boyfriend, Mason 
Falkenrath. 
 Savannah says, “My sophomore year has been 
fun, and my classes haven’t been too hard.” If you see 
Savannah in the halls, wave and say “hi!” She loves 
meeting new people. 

A New Year and a New You: Do New Year’s 
Resolutions Work?

By Alexis King
 Towards the end of the year, many people start thinking about what are going to be their resolutions 
for the New Year. Several people make the goal to shed all the pounds that they gained over Christmas break 
or simply don’t make one because they can’t stick to them. After asking several students at West Plains High 
School what their New Year’s Resolution was, the responses are as follows: 
“I am going to try to get all A’s during second semester,” Dillion Pitcock.
“I just got a membership at Anytime Fitness and plan to lose weight,” Ian Bergman.
“I am going to stop stressing out so easily- so far things have been pretty chill,” Taylor Guffey.
“I don’t have a New Year’s Resolution because I never follow them,” Rhiannon Oakes.
“I hope to gain weight,” Alec Jordan.
“I am going to drink less soda,” Alex Wehmeier.
“I hope to receive a one at State for my solo,” Audrey Russell.
“I plan to lose weight- so far I have lost seven pounds,” Aubrey Clegg.
“I want to go all year without having any relationship problems,” Morgan Light.
“I am going to start exercising more and eating healthier,” Morgan Kinder.
“I will become a superstar and raise my grade out of the failing zone in Mr. Martz’s  class,” Jacob Petrus. 
“I want to break the school record in all state track for hurdles,” Josh Jones.
 Whether you are vowed to get back in shape or wow them at state, one thing is for certain…anything 
may be accomplished with a little persistence and a lot of hard work. Zizzers are, quite frankly, winners and we 
have what it takes. 
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By Kelsy Temple
 He’s smart, attractive, athletic and is your Freshman Focus, it’s Justin 
Nichols. He is the son of Kristy and Mark Nichols and has one brother, Ransom 
Nichols. Justin recently had a birthday on February 8th, officially making him 
on the roads, so watch out kids! It’s dangerous out there! 
 Justin lives on a farm with dogs, cats, chickens, goats, turkeys, and 
sheep. Justin says that Wwen he was younger, he rode a goat because he was 
not old heavy enough to stop it. Justin is also very smart, having a 4.0 GPA, and 
says he would like to become a sports doctor or physical therapist in his future.
 

He is also very athletic. He plays football, basketball, baseball, and track. Being in the basketball season cur-
rently, Justin is a point guard for the freshman and JV Zizzer basketball teams and takes charge on the court. 
He says he plans to also break the triple jump record during track season this coming spring. 
Justin plays guitar and says he likes all music, except country. His special interests are women and messing 
with his brother.
 When asked what makes him unique, he stated “I am Justin Nichols, no one else in this school is like 
me and that is pretty unique.” When asked what he likes about freshman year, he said that he liked coming 
from a small school (Howell Valley) and getting to meet everyone. Make sure you catch him on the basketball 
court, #25. 

Fresman Focus

New Kid on the Block
By Alexis King
 Meet the New Kid on the Block, Jessica Alexandria Marie 
Belcher! Jessica, a freshman, lives with her mom, Leann Belcher. She has 
two half siblings, Jasmine and Mitchell. 
 Before moving to West Plains, Jessica lived in Scott City, Mis-
souri. She enjoys playing the trumpet in band, listening to alternative 
rock music, and working in the culinary field. After high school Jessica 
plans to attend an art institution for culinary arts. 
 Jessica’s schedule includes: American history, English I, physical 
science, band, girls p.e., Honors Algebra I, and Computer App I. When 
asked what Jessica’s favorite class was she said, “Band with Mr. Long is 
my favorite class.” If you see Jessica in the halls make sure to say “hi” 
and make her feel welcome!
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   Clubs & Organizations
Choir 
 
 The mighty Zizzer 
Choir did a phenomenal job 
performing their “Off-Broad-
way” set list, including selec-
tions from “Fiddler on the 
Roof.” Next weekend they will 
be traveling to Missouri Baptist 
University to compete at con-
test. They have been working 
very hard on all of their selec-
tions. Good luck, WPHS choir!

Bridges
 The Bridges program is 
doing well. They have ser-
viced over 250 students and 
have received several grants 
from organizations such as The 
United Way. They are working 
on applying for more federal 
grants as well. They are look-
ing to continue the clothing/
homegoods/food pantry event 
that was started before Christ-
mas break, and reopening it 
right before spring break. If 
you have any questions about 
the fantastic Bridges program 
see Ms. Cyndi Wright in the the 
downstairs office, or email her 
at cwright@zizzers.org. 

FBLA

 The FBLA (Future 
Business Leaders of America) 
is a program offered here at the 
school by Mrs. Sandy Ross. 
The objective of the program 
is to prepare students for what 
the workforce will be like after 
graduation by participating in 
hands on activities. 

Most students have an idea of 
what career they would like to 
pursue, and FBLA helps to put 
those ideas into action! 
 FBLA does service 
projects, competes in competi-
tions, and provides students 
with awareness about their fu-
ture. Some of the competitions 
include public speaking, job 
interviews, word processing, 
personal finance, and market-
ing. 
 Another goal of the 
FBLA’s is to raise awareness 
to students about appropriate 
and professional dress in the 
workplace. In order to lead by 
example, one of the days for 
FBLA Week (Feb. 10-14) was 
Professional Dress Day. An-
other day featured was Career 
Dress Day where the members 
dressed up in work attire. If a 
student wants to practice law, 
for example, they might come 
to school in a suit and tie. 
 Some of their upcom-
ing events include the State 
Business Leadership Confer-
ence April 12-15th, The Insti-
tute for Leaders June 26-27, 
and The National Leadership 
Conference June 27-30. If 
anyone is interested in FBLA, 
please contact Mrs. Sandy 
Ross in the CC building for 
more information. 

FCA
 
 The FCA (Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes) is a 
Christian group that meets
once a month and brings in 

Junior Class

      The Junior class student council 
officers are really starting to get 
busy! The officers are working all 
home game concession stands to 
raise money for Prom and for Prom 
tickets. Prom will take place on 
May 10th at the fairgrounds from 
eight to eleven p.m. The theme is 
“Claire de Lune” or “Paris in the 
Moonlight.” There will be an Eiffle 
Tower there as well. Invitations will 
be created by Mr. Heidy and will 
be given out to Juniors and Seniors 
only. If you have any questions, ask 
a Junior class officer or Mrs. Martin 
in room 15 in the east wing.

various speakers. They generally 
have pizza as meetings
are held during lunch hours, and 
they leave plenty of time to discuss 
with other believers. 
 The FCA’s next meeting 
will be sometime toward the end of 
the month.
 The group had a meeting 
on Tuesday, January 21. You can 
contact any member for
news updates during that meeting.  
 They are hoping to have 
two: a Saturday meeting
and one held during the school 
day. The group would love it if you 
could drop in and share in the fel-
lowship with them!   
 If you have any questions 
you can contact Josh Jones
any time at 417-293-7637.
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Senior Class
 
 Graduation is coming up! 
Seniors, make sure you are paying 
Jostens’ money. The $60.00 deposit 
was due on February 3rd.  Jostens 
will not accept personal checks after 
March 1st. Keep your attendance 
up, turn your college stuff in as 
soon as possible, get your A+ hours 
finished, and watch out for seniori-
tis! Stay strong. Only four months 
left! If you have any questions, ask 
Cecilia Lundry or Dr. DuBois. 

Skills USA

 Skills USA is an organiza-
tion that lets you compete in many 
leadership opportunities and oc-
cupational skills. Also, Skills USA 
builds character in leadership, as 
well as responsibility. Their motto 
is, “Preparing for leadership in the 
world of work.” Elissa Smith says, 
“As a Skills USA member, you 
will have opportunities to gain the 
knowledge, skills, and attitude that 
will help you become a better leader 
in your occupation.”  
 The purpose of Skills USA 
is to prepare each member to be-
come a leader in the world of work. 
This organization is for any student 
involved in welding, auto body, me-
chanical drafting, masonry, health 
sciences, pharmacy tech, or creative 
design. Skills USA offers a chance 
for you to challenge yourself in 
achieving your goals. 

Speech & Debate

  Speech & 
Debate has been working hard 
this year, preparing for many 
tournaments in January and 
February, with their biggest 
ones yet to come. In the midst 
of districts nearing in March, 
students of the association have 
been preparing to compete 
against the smaller schools in 
the region at Camdenton High 
School.
 The Speech & Debate 
teams compete in many differ-
ent competitions such as: one 
on one debates, Team debates, 
Radio Speaking, Dramatic In-
terpretation, Humorous Inter-
pretation, Duo Interpretation, 
Prose Reading, Poetry, Story-
telling and much more.  
With nearly 30 people involved 
in Speech & Debate Mrs. Staab 
(Advisor), Caleb Gill (Presi-
dent), Derek McGinnis (Vice 
President) and all the other 
members would love more 
people to join in on the jour-
ney. Derek says that he loves 
going to tournaments because 
it is competitive and is a great 
experience. He also states that 
he loves meeting new people 
and these competitions do just 
that.  
 Speech & Debate is a 
great way to develop social 
skills and become part of a 
great group. All of the students 
in Speech & Debate are very 
encouraging to new people, so 
if you would like to join, talk to 
Mrs. Staab in the East Wing.

Student Council 
 Student Council has been 
working hard with many projects 
beginning in 2014. With school be-
ing in session only a short amount of 
time before the break, the toy drive 
was not able to get its start as intend-
ed. Student Council is working on 
getting that put together as quickly 
as possible to help the kids of St. 
Louis Children’s Hospital. 
 Recycling has also become 
a big part of the student council’s 
monthly duties. About every three 
weeks students from student council 
go around the classrooms and pick 
up the recycling that participating 
classrooms have provided.. The pa-
per that is received is built into paper 
brick and used accordingly. 
 When you see a sign for a 
toy drive donate box in the upcom-
ing future, please don’t hesitate to 
donate. In addition to when you go 
to throw away a piece of paper in the 
trash and see the big red recycle box 
beside it, choose the red box because 
every piece of paper can make a dif-
ference.

Random Acts of Kindess
 A committee of caring 
professionals at West Plains High 
School decided, a few months ago, 
to sponsor an article in which stu-
dents small acts of kindness were 
noted and applauded.  This month’s 
contribution actually comes from a 
student’s family member.  Katherine 
Hedden’s grandmother called and 
asked Zizzerette to acknowledge her 
granddaughter for “stepping up and 
taking care of grandma.”  Way to go, 
Katherine, for being such a help and 
so very appreciated!
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 Zizzer Sweethearts

West Plains High School’s own 
Mr. & Mrs. Smith!

Katey Smith & Danel Seiber

Lindsay Randolph & Casey Watkins

Chelse Lowe & Brandon 
Johnson

Alexis King & Dillion 
Pitcock
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Above: The future Mr. & Mrs. Cody McKee 
(Jessica Johnson and Cody McKee)
Below: Hannah Grills & Wade Chezem

Above: Shelby Acklin & Cole Turner
Below: Lindsey Hicks & Andrew Cobb
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Left: Brooke  Jens & Sam Gray, Ben Charles & Da-
kota Ogle
Right: Camryn Johnson & Zak Adkisson, Chloe Tow-
ell & Ozzie Smith.
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Left: Morgan Light & Steve 
Dow

Right: John Pieralisi & Julie 
Reid

Left: Josh Jones & Emily Kimball

Below: Daren Greer & Ashley Meyer
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Left: Madison Cozort & Wyatt 
Sellers

Right: Lindsey Parks  & Blaine 
Dunbar

Left: Krishaun Orlowski & Andrew Parks
Below:Greg Freeman & Delaney Ream
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Above: Left - Shonda Sorrell & Logan Collins; 

Below - Left - Matt Wernsing & Aimee Metcalf, Right - 
Quentin Keller & Kayli Brower
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Left: Mason Falkenrath & Savannah Bailey

Left: Tayler Smith & Brandon 
Mitchell

Right: Sidney Wiggs & Damon Mayfield
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By Morgan Light
 
 This month’s Staff Spotlight is 
Senior Advisor Ms. Dalena Allen! She is 
in charge of the Early Degree Program, 
RTI placements, senior scholarships, 
ACT, NHS, and student council.  She has 
been teaching for twenty-seven years. 
She has been at West Plains High School 
for fourteen years. 
 She has taught geometry, Alge-
bra I, Algebra II, Algebra A, Algebra B, 
math strategies, and ACT prep. She has 
also taught at Missouri State University, 
Three Rivers Community College, Lib-
erty High School, Dora High School, and 
Summersville High School. She attended 
college at Missouri State University, and 
high school in Poplar Bluff. 
 Ms. Allen has two kids, Sonya 
Turner and Mike Allen, and two grand-
kids, Cole Turner and Trey Turner. She 
has three dogs, Charro, Buddy, and Lucy, 
and two cats, Fred and Ethel. Her hob-
bies include lifting weights and working 
at the city pool during the summer. Her 
dead lift is now up to 265 pounds, she 
adds. 

     Staff 
  Spotlight
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     Lady Zizzer Basketball

By Shelby Acklin 
 Lady Zizzer basketball has gotten off to a great start! They are currently 17-5 on the season, and the 
team has really come together. Coach Womack says “If the girls put both ends of the floor together, they can be 
really good!”
 The team consists of four seniors, BreAnna Harris, Presten Kelley, Kendra Warren, and Shelby Acklin. 
Coach says they have stepped up to be great leaders so far. 
 The Lady Zizzers have two home games left, so be sure to come out and participate in the awesome stu-
dent section! The Lady Zizzers want to thank everyone for all their support and dedication to the team. Without 
you guys, they would not be the same!

Kendra Warren, Preseten Kelley, Kelli Bowen, Cass Johnson, Shelby Acklin, Payton Richards, and Bre Har-
ris
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Zizzer Basketball
By: Kendra Warren

 As the basketball season is coming to an end the boys have had a pretty good season so far with a record 
of 14 and 8.  Senior night was held February 18th where the seniors, Dusty Harrill, Jacob Womack and Eli Big-
gerstaff played their last home game as a Zizzer although they fell short to Hillcrest it was a very hard fought 
game. Districts will be held at Republic High School this year the first week of March. So, if you can, come 
support the boy’s basketball team as they wrap up the end of their season! 

 Zizzer Coach K.P. Smith 
calls a timeout to consult with 
his team during the recent pink 
out game.
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West Plains High School’s Future Farmers of Amer-
ica chapter is sponsored by agriculture teachers Mr. 
Jay Hale and Mrs. Tonya Jedlicka.

  Future Farmers of America
By Lindsey Hicks

 FFA stands for Future Farmers of America. FFA 
has so many opportunities available for members such 
as: scholarships, contests, petting zoos, traveling, and 
performing community service. FFA is like one big 
happy family. 
  Members are encouraged to attend 
Barnwarming on February 28, from 6-9 PM in Ag build-
ing
 If some of you want to know a little bit about the 
Ag teachers, then you are on the right page. Mrs. Jedlic-
ka attended Alton High School and then to MSU-both 
West Plains ‘and Springfield’s campus. Mrs. Jedlicka, 
better known as Mrs. J, has her master’s degree in Edu-
cation.
  Mr. Hale, on the other hand, attended Doniphan 
High School and then attended Three Rivers College, as 
well as Arkansas State University.
  Mr. Hale has a bachelor’s degree in ag education. 
Mr. Hale said that their future professional goals include 
continuing teaching ag and strive to help maintain West 
Plains FFA as an elite chapter.
 Mr. Hale and Mrs. Jedlicka’s favorite thing about the or-
ganization is that there are many opportunities available 
that kids get presented with.
 As most of you know, West Plains will be getting 
a new Ag building eventually. The bids on the building 
came in on February 1st. 
 FFA has many opportunities available in entering 
contests. Contest vary from Livestock contest, Poultry, 
Ag mechanics, Dairy Foods, Horse judging, Soils, Ag 
sales, Poultry, and Farm management advanced level 
competition for these contests.
 The officers this year include President Chance 
Barnes, Vice President Keegan Wilson, Secretary Olivia 
Powers, Treasurer Keith Kellet, Reporter Audie Russell, 
Sentinel Jarod Lung, Historian Madi McCracken, Chap-
lain Caleb Wells, and Advisors Tonya Jedlicka and Jay 
Hale.
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